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Cataloguing objective for WP3

To supply the EFG Portal with well 
structured metadata of high quality 
from 16 different archival 
databases



Cataloguing challenge for wp3

No common standards for

• metadata schemas

• cataloguing rules

• vocabularies in film archival domain

• The same person or film work can
come from different databases.



Results of cataloguing survey

• Archives are inspired by FIAF 
Cataloguing Rule and AACR but have 
developed local adjustments.

• Archives have different ways to 
distinguish between two or several 
persons with the same name.

• Different technical solutions dictate the 
way of cataloguing names and titles.



EFG cataloguing - decisions 

• The EFG archives has not applyed
common cataloguing rules for film titles 
as well as for names of persons and 
corporate bodies in their databases.

• EFG has established general guidelines 
on how to clean and enrich data for EFG 
needs : “EFG Data enrichment and 
cleaning guidelines”.



Important data for the EFG database:
– Person view

• Preferred name

• Type of activity / function

• Date, country, place of birth

• Date, country, place of death

• Other names

• Link to biographic entry on local website



Local data enrichment 

• Individual cataloguing plan for each 
archive

• Currently the archives report their 
cataloguing work done. 

August 2011:

D3.2 Final report on type and quantity 
of archival resources tagged.



Data cleaning and enrichment in local 

databases

�740.000 enriched and cleaned records

• Addition of metadata to existing records

• Creation of new records

• Harmonization and standardization of records

�370.000 established relationships

• Local ID of the digital object record was 
embedded into the local authority record.

• …and vice versa.



Concrete examples of enrichments and 
cleaning in the archives

Persons:

• Enrichments of functions, dates of birth and 
death 

• Cleaning of doublets and spelling mistakes.

Film work:

• Enrichments of genre, category, and further titles

• Cleaning of doublets and spelling mistakes



Cataloguing on EFG level

EFG Backend Tools

� Vocabulary Checker

� Authority File Manager

� Metadata Editor



Metadata Editor

Functions:

• Upload and ingest XML records

• Create new records in the EFG database

• Edit more data to existing records

• Establish relationships between authority records
and digital objects.
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Outcome of EFG and cataloguing

• Knowledge explosion

• Routines have been challenged

• Metadata has been in focus - for a change

• Collaboration and networking

“A mind, once expanded by a new idea, 
never returns to its original dimensions”. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes



Thank you!

Questions?

pernilles@dfi.dk


