
From perfs to pixels!

Practical experiences of using the 

web to open up access to 

Scotland’s national moving image 

collection



Scotland’s Moving Image 

Collection
• Set up in 1976 to locate, preserve & provide 

access to Scotland’s moving image heritage 

• Part of the National Library of Scotland,  
2007

• Documentary, promotional, amateur home 
movie, newsreel, experimental shorts… and 
everything in between!

• Film, video and born digital



Open to all, Free to view

http://ssa.nls.uk/

http://scotlandonscreen.org.uk

http://www.youtube.com/user/NLofScotland

http://ssa.nls.uk/
http://www.sabsonline.com
http://scotlandonscreen.org.uk
http://www.youtube.com/user/NLofScotland


























Practical Progress

• Film > Digital Tape

• Tape > Encoded file

• External > In-house

• Staff Selection > User demand

• Clips > Full length



Practical Issues
• Publishing Decisions

• Copyright

• Ethics / Context

• Technical issues

• Logistics

• Cost



Balancing act!

Time vs Resources



After Effects…
• Feedback

• Demand / Expectation

• Profile

• Sales - ‘Try before you buy’

- electronic payment



• In the interests of the search engines, you might like to correct the 

spelling from 'Tyrol' Ford to 'Tyrrell' Ford. It has nothing to do with 

Austria and everything to do with team founder Ken Tyrrell

• the year is deffinately 1959, because as I said I took part in that 

parade being a  groom for Bertram Mills Circus, also I can 

confirm this because I had a blind date in Newcastle on the day 

that Mario Lanza died (October 7 1959)!

• As you see I am on an iPad.  It does not like flash!!!!!!!!!

• A portion of the above film would be used in an Associated Press 

video graphic explaining the sport of curling to be distributed on 

the internet.  Is this film available for download via FTP or other 

means of file transfer?



Future?

• Engage / interact more?

• Explore new ways of service 
delivery?

• Digital acquisitions?

• Digitisation on demand?

• Share data?



Sláinte!  Thanks 

for listening.


