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Before EFG: MIDAS

• filmarchives-online.eu: Union catalogue of 
(non-fiction) films in European film archives



Objectives

• Build a „digital showcase“ for collections in 
European film archives and cinémathèques
– Films and film clips (esp. non-fiction)

– Images: posters, photos, stills and set 
photographies, designs and drawings etc.

– Text material: reviews, correspondence, censorsip 
and rating visa etc.

• Central access point to federated digital 
collections and repositories



Roosevelt i Danmark (Roosevelt visits Denmark), 
Nordisk Films Kompagnie, DK 1910



Stará Praha (Old Prague), 1912

Europeana Logfile Analysis 
(Oct 2009-Sep 2010):

• Users are more likely to 
click on a „video item“ than 
on a „text item“

• Users are even more likely 
to click on a „video item“
than on an „image item“

• Still only 2 % of all material 
in Europeana is audio or 
video



Consortium: Archives

Finnish Audiovisual Archive
National Library Norway
Danish Film Institute
Lithuanian State Archives
Eye Film Institute
Cinémathèque Francaise
Deutsches Filminstitut
Czech National Film Archive
Hungarian Film Archive
Filmarchiv Austria
Lichtspiel Bern
Cinemateca Portuguesa
Cineteca di Bologna
Cinecitta Luce
Greek Film Archive
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New Archive:

Filmoteka Narodowa, Warsaw



Ca. 12 more 
sites

Infrastructure 
setup

Metadata Metadata Metadata Metadata

EFG Information space

Danish Filmography (DFI) Filmportal.de (DIF) Luce sit e



Interoperability: Challenges & Tools

• Information about the same films and persons 
coming from different sources

� Complex data schema, FRBR- and CWS-oriented 
(Cinematographic Works Standard)

– www.filmstandards.org

� Match & Merge tool for finding and merging  
records describing identical film works or 
persons: „Authority File Manager“ (AFM)



Authority file manager tool
• Generatin “authoritative” entries for film works and persons
• Automated support for detection ob doublets
• Match & Merge

Data quality
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Ellehammers Förste Forsög med Aeroplan 
(Ellehammer‘s First Airplane Trials), Nordisk Films 
Kompagnie, DK 1907



www.europeanfilmgateway.eu


